Montessori Materials Mystery Challenge

Objective: Encourage teachers to think creatively about Montessori materials and their multiple
uses while reinforcing the principle of “following the child.”

Materials Needed:

e A basket filled with random Montessori materials (ex: pink tower cube, knobbed cylinder,
sandpaper letter, bead bar, moveable alphabet letters, etc.)

e Atimer

e A whiteboard or chart paper for recording ideas

How to Play:

1. Form Small Groups — Divide teachers into groups of 3—4.

2. Mystery Draw — Each group randomly picks one Montessori material from the basket.

3. Challenge Round (5-7 minutes): Groups brainstorm as many alternative, creative, and
developmentally appropriate ways their material could be used with children across

different age levels.

o Example: A bead bar could be used for counting, pattern-making, skip counting,
probability games, or even storytelling props.

4. Presentation (2 minutes per group): Each group shares their ideas with the others.

5. Reflection: Discuss as a team how this type of thinking helps teachers remain flexible
and child-centered in the classroom.

Optional Twist: Add a “mystery element” card along with the material—such as “incorporate
movement” or “adapt for outdoor play™—to stretch creativity even further.

This activity is playful but also practical—it helps Montessori teachers rediscover the
versatility of their materials, share ideas, and get inspired to try new approaches in their

classrooms.
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